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This greeting is no ordinary word. In Lutheran understanding,
peace is not simply the absence of conflict but the presence of Christ Himself. The risen Lord
stands among His people bringing forgiveness, reconciliation, and life. He shows them His
hands and His side — visible signs that the crucified One is now alive. The same Jesus who

bore the cross now brings peace to troubled hearts.

Then comes a remarkable moment: Jesus breathes on them and says, “Receive the Holy
Spirit.” This echoes God's breath of life in creation (Genesis 2:7), and signals a new creation.
The Church is born not from human effort, but from Christ’'s giving of the Spirit. Along with

this gift comes the authority to forgive sins — a central Lutheran conviction. Through Word

Join Us for Sunday Worship! In person or YouTube live. Traditional Service at 8:30
AM, Contemporary Service at 10:30 AM. Watch anytime on YouTube at
www.youtube.com/@SOSLutheran Wednesday Bible Study in person or online via
Zoom at 10 AM Zoom Meeting ID: 854 2429 7034 Passcode: 487951



Page 2

From The Top

Following Jesus
and led by the Holy Spirit,

Attendance for March
Trad YT Cont YT*

we love and serve 3/1 unavailable 40 NA
. 3/4 Midweek 2 19
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3/15 12 0 37
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Financial Secretary: Viola Angebrandt 887-0799
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and Sacrament, Christ continues to bring His peace into the world.

Except Thomas is not there, and when the others tell him, “We have seen the Lord,” he
struggles to believe. His doubt is honest and deeply human. A week later, Jesus meets
Thomas where he is — inviting him to see and touch. Thomas responds with one of the
clearest confessions in Scripture, "My Lord and my God!” Thomas reminds us that faith is
not always immediate or easy. Yet Jesus does not reject him. Instead, He invites him into
faith. And then Jesus speaks a word for us: “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.” That is the Church today—gathered not by sight, but by the promise of
Christ.

In a world filled with uncertainty, fear, and doubt, this passage speaks directly to us. Like the
disciples, we may find ourselves behind “locked doors” — whether of anxiety, grief, or
uncertainty. Yet Christ comes to us still. He comes through His Word, through Baptism,
through Holy Communion, saying again and again, “Peace be with you.” This peace is not
something we create; it is something we receive. And having received it, we are sent — just as

the disciples were, to share it with others.

John closes this passage by reminding us that these things are written “so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ.. and that by believing you may have life in His name.” That is

the heart of our faith and our hope: life in the name of the risen Lord.

Peace be with you.

Sthe

iGg,
Pastor Steve

www.facebook.com/LCOSSOH www.youtube.com/@SOSLutheran



Page 4 From The Top

President’s Note

As we move beyond the joy and celebration of Easter, I find myself reflecting on what
a truly special time it was for our church family. I was blessed to have the opportunity
to play at the worship, and from that vantage point I was able to take in a powerful
and moving sight.

We experienced one of the best attended Easter services in recent years. Looking out
and seeing the sanctuary filled with so many familiar faces, along with new ones, was
deeply meaningful. It was hard not to get emotional in that moment. There was a
genuine sense of joy, reverence, and unity that filled the room. Without question, the
Holy Spirit was present among us.

That experience is a beautiful reminder that church is more than a place we come to
once a week. It is a community of believers walking together in faith. In those
moments of worship, we are not just individuals, we are the body of Christ, joined
together in praise, prayer, and purpose.

One of the greatest blessings we have at Spirit of Our Savior is this sense of
community. We are meant to encourage one another, support one another, and grow
together. The energy we felt on Easter is not meant to fade. It is something we carry
forward into our daily lives and into our life together as a congregation.

If there is one thing Easter makes clear, it is that we are not meant to walk this faith
journey alone. God has placed us in community for a reason. Whether it is through

worship, serving, Bible study, or simple fellowship, each connection strengthens our
faith and deepens our sense of belonging.

I encourage each of us to take a step toward deeper connection. Reach out to
someone you do not know well. Get involved in an area of service. Spend time in
conversation and fellowship. These small steps can lead to meaningful relationships
and a stronger church family.

It is truly a privilege to serve as your congregation president. I am grateful for each of
you and for the ways you contribute to the life of Spirit of Our Savior. May we
continue to grow together in faith, in community, and in the joy of our risen Lord.

In Christ,
Rich Kamiyama

www.facebook.comLCOSSOH www.youtube.com/@SOSLutheran
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A Joyful Noise

May is a beautiful reminder of new life, fresh beginnings, and hearts full of
gratitude. As the days grow brighter, so does our worship. This is a season to lift our
voices with joy, to celebrate what God is doing, and to come together with thankful
hearts.

This month, we continue singing songs that reflect joy, hope, and the goodness of
God. Whether the melody is upbeat and energetic or steady and reflective, each
song is an opportunity to praise with intention and celebrate the life we have in
Him.

Mother’s Day gives us a special moment to pause and reflect on gratitude. We think
of the women who have nurtured, guided, encouraged, and loved us so well.
Whether it is a mother, grandmother, mentor, or spiritual mother, their impact is a
gift worth honoring. Gratitude is a form of worship, and this is a beautiful time to
express it.

As we worship this month, consider how thankfulness shapes your praise. Maybe it
is thanking God for the people who have poured into your life. Maybe it is
recognizing His faithfulness in seasons both easy and difficult. Gratitude shifts our
focus and reminds us of His constant presence and provision.

Worship is not only about the songs we sing, but the posture of our hearts. When
we come with joy and thanksgiving, our praise becomes something deeper. It
becomes a reflection of a life that sees God’s goodness and responds.

Let this month be filled with joyful praise, grateful hearts, and a renewed awareness
of all that God has done.

Make a joyful noise — and let it be rooted in gratitude.

e Ll bl L L L S

www.facebook.com/LCOSSOH www.youtube.com/@SOSLutheran




Page 6 From The Top

Landscaping Project Update

We are pleased to announce the continuation of our landscaping project for Phase 2
and Phase 3. This project has been planned for quite some time, and it is now time to
bring it to completion. Considerable effort has gone into developing a
comprehensive plan, finalizing designs, securing financing, and selecting a contractor
for the whole project. Phase 1 includes the area around the front entrance sign at the
corner of Leroy and Sierra Way. Phase 2 includes the areas within the parking lot and
phase 3 includes the frontage strip along Leroy Street between the two entrance
driveways. Under the leadership of Gordon Gertner and Kurt Anderson, Phase 1 has
been completed. Now we are ready for Phases 2 and 3, and we are excited to move
forward with finishing the work.

Phases 2 and 3 of the project will feature several key improvements and it will
basically follow the same theme as phase 1:

1. The three curbed areas located in the center triangle of the parking lot will
have a palm(s) and plants, with DG (Decomposed Granite), gopher mesh and
irrigation,

2. We will replace the grass in the triangle with new sod, gopher mesh and
irrigation,

3. The two curbed areas at the entrances to the parking lot will have a palm
and plants, with DG, gopher mesh and irrigation,

4. The strip frontage along Leroy Street between the entrance drives will have
palms, plants and decomposed granite, gopher mesh and irrigation,

5. We will enhance the planter in front of the Friendship Center wall by
removing and trimming some plants and planting some new plants with
wood chip cover and irrigation, and

6. We will renovate the rose garden at the sanctuary entrance with new
curbing and fresh roses, wood chip cover and irrigation.

These improvements represent the next step in our ongoing efforts to create a
campus that is both attractive and welcoming for all who come to worship with us.

We are launching a donation campaign to support this project. You may contribute
to the project as a whole, or you can choose to sponsor a specific tree or feature.
Upon completion of the project, we will hold a dedication ceremony and recognize
all donors. Please indicate the project name, "landscaping," on your check or

www.facebook.comLCOSSOH www.youtube.com/@SOSLutheran
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envelope when making a donation. You can also donate through Breeze by using the
QR code and designate “Landscaping fund”. We will hold the project for donations
until the end of April; however, contributions will continue to be welcome throughout
the year.

Our target start date for the project is May 1. It should take less than 4 weeks to
complete.

LANDSCAPING PROJECT DONATION SELECTION CHART

Select an area or 1 or more features or just an amounttoward the total cost.

(strike-through or shaded area indicates the feature has been claimed)

Feature/Area Description Area Cost |Feature Cost

Curbed Area 1 (southwest corner of the center triangle) includes two palms | $ 1,000 1 palm - $400
and 2-3 plants, plus DG (Decomposed Granite cover), 1 palm - $400
gopher mesh, weed barrier, and irrigation. DG, etc. - $200

Curbed Area 2 (southeast corner of the center triangle) includes one palm | $ 600 1 palm - $400
and 2-3 plants, plus DG, gopher mesh, weed barrier, and DG, etc - $200
irrigation.

Curbed Area 3 (north corner of the center triangle) includes one palmand 2{ $ 600 1 palm - $400
3plants, plus DG, gopher mesh, weed barrier, and DG, etc - $200
irrigation.

Curbed Area 4 (south entrance driveway) includes one palm and 2-3 $ 600 1palm - $400
plants, plus DG, gopher mesh, weed barrier, and irrigation. DG, etc - $200

Curbed Area 5 (north entrance driveway) includes one palm and 2-3plants, $ 600 1palm - $400
plus DG, gopher mesh, weed barrier, and irrigation. DG, etc - $200

Rose Garden Area 6 (in front of the Sanctuary entrance) includes a concretecurb | $ 7,100 1rose - $160
around the bed, 8-10roses (variety), weed barrier, gopher chips, curb, etc -
mesh, irrigation and wood chip cover. $5,500

Friendship Center (in front of the church office) includes removing some $ 2500 plants - $280

Patio Area 7 plants, timming some and replanting 6-7 plants plus chips, curb, etc -
gopher mesh, irrigation and wood chips cover. $2,220

Crass Area 8 (in the center triangle in the parking lot) includes removing $ 30,300 sod - $7,400
the grass, grading, new sod, gopher barrier and irrigation prep, irr, mesh,

’ ’ ’ ) etc - $22,900

Leroy Street Frontage _ _ ) . $ 83,800 | 1palm -$400

Area 9 (between the two driveways into the parking lot) includes 9 1plant- $40
Ealnﬁs andda‘bo‘ut3‘0-40 plants plus DG, gopher mesh, weed DG, irr, mesh, etc. |

arrier, and irrigation. $78,600

Project Total Phases2& 3 $127,100

www.facebook.com/LCOSSOH

www.youtube.com/@SOSLutheran
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STEWARDSHIP = TIME, TALENT, TREASURE, AND PRAYER

Stewardship Notes - May

In my last Newsletter article, I talked briefly about how we can offer our time, talents
and treasures to God and asked, “When was the last time you really examined how
you were using your three T's?”

Recently I have been reading more on stewardship at
www.christianstewardshipnetwork.com. Here is a bit of what I learned.

Stewardship, Generosity and Giving are not synonymous although the terms are of-
ten used interchangeably. Stewardship is simply the act of being a steward. In biblical
times, a steward was a person of high integrity who the master entrusted with his
possessions expecting them to be managed according to the master’s wishes. We
need to remember that God created and still owns all that we have, that He is the
master/owner, and we are His managers. As such, we are responsible for using God’s
possessions to please Him.

Generosity involves a willingness to sacrifice for the benefit of others, while giving is
the act of abandoning something of value. In the article I'm reading, Pastor Dave
states that giving can be done without being generous (he cites the Pharisees as an
example) but says that you cannot be generous and not give. He goes on to state
that the lack of giving is not a financial problem but a spiritual one. God is a giver.
Our willingness to give reveals our relationship to God.

We should be proud of the fact that here at Spirit of Our Savior we approve a budget
that donates 12% of our offerings to do God's work beyond the boundaries of our
church property. For the first quarter of 2026 this amount equaled $9,054.64. In addi-
tion, through other efforts we raise funds for specialized ministries and the Founda-
tion regularly donates money as well. Stewardship also entails paying the Pastor and
staff, keeping our property clean and beautiful, and offering programs to help us
grow in our faith.

With that being said, we can do more to gain a biblical perspective of our role as
stewards where a culture of generosity can flourish. This is the task I am undertaking
and, hopefully, through reading this article each month you and I together can learn
and create that culture.

In His Service,
Kurt Anderson

www.facebook.comLCOSSOH www.youtube.com/@SOSLutheran



May 2026 Page 9

Congregational Household Prayer list for April

Week 1: Sue Clark; Jeanie Copeland; Corey Family; Carol Cushing; Laura Davis; Pam
Demulling; Gene Diepholz; Don Drost

Week 2: Gary & Janice Eisenbeisz; Katie Eisenbeisz; Kelly Eisenbeisz; Robert & Barbara
Eisenbeisz; Amy Eisenbeisz Martinez; Robert & Lois Ellinger

Week 3: Jessica Evans; Paulette Finneseth; Orquid Flores; Linda

Follendorf; Barbara Frey; Chris & Rebecca Gallegos
Week 4: Patricia Gemmel; Gordon & Crystal Gertner; Jeff & Melissa

Gertner Brown; Dale Gralapp; Jeremy & Rose Gutierrez

Our Outreach Ministry recently had the opportunity to serve students in our local
community through a special “Test Prep Basket” donation drive for 4th grade
students at Marshall Elementary in the San Bernardino City Unified School District.

In preparation for State testing, SOSLC came together to create 50 thoughtful care
packages designed to encourage and support students during this important time.
Each basket included snacks, water, fidget tools, and even a new pair of socks—small
items meant to help students feel comfortable, cared for, and ready to do their best.
Each kit also included a handwritten note of encouragement from loving church
members offering personal support and uplifting words to each student.

The baskets were delivered directly to the school, where they were gratefully and
enthusiastically received by the principal and the Director of Family and Community
Engagement. While our connection to Marshall Elementary began simply because of
its proximity to our church, we were reminded of God's hand at work in the details—
this is also the school where Dick and Martha Brossia’s granddaughter, Abby,
g g teaches. God is always working!
This outreach was a simple but powerful way to be the
= hands, feet and heart of Jesus in our community. We

. are grateful for this simple opportunity to partner with
Marshall Elementary and to invest in the students and
- families of our neighborhood. Thank you to everyone
- who contributed to making this project a success!

www.facebook.com/LCOSSOH www.youtube.com/@SOSLutheran
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Treasurer’'s Update

The following chart provides a quarterly summary of revenues and expenditures
compared to the year-to-date church budget.

Revenue and Expenditures Through March 31st

Revenue/Fund 2026 Budget YTD Budget Amount Re- Over/(Under)
(25%) ceived YTD Budget
General Operat- $280,000.00 $70,000.00 $63,505.75 ($6,494.25)
zll"legmp. Restricted $7,000.00 $1,750.00 $2,175.00 $425.00
Designated 207,000.00 $51,750.00 $3,407.00 ($48,343.00)
Perm. Restricted $0 $0 $125.00 $125.00
Auxiliary Groups $250.00 $62.50 $0 ($62.50)
Investment In- $56,000.00 $14,000.00 $25,552.46 $11,552.46
"Cf(;:rllzfer In $50,800.00 $12,700.00 $40,000.00 $27,300.00
TOTAL $601,050.00 $150,262.50 $134,765.21 ($15,497.29)
Expenses/Fund 2026 Budget YTD Budget Amount Expend- Over/(Under)
(25%) ed YTD Budget
Payroll $257,105.00 $64,276.25 $58,494.15 ($5,782.10)
Giving $33,600.00 $8,400.00 $9.,854.64 $1,454.64
Plant $266,000.00 $66,500.00 $32,928.16 (33,571.84)
Operations $11,700.00 $2,925.00 $3,733.19 $808.19
Programs $15,250.00 $3,812.50 $2,261.30 ($1,551.20)
General Admin $17,395.00 $4,348.75 $4,503.01 $154.26
TOTAL $601,050.00 $150,262.50 $111,774.45 ($38,488.05)
YTD Revenue- $0 $0 $22,990.76 $22,990.76
Expenditures

Notes: (1) The $40.000 Transfer In came from the SOH Investment Fund and was later
transferred to designated funds to pay for the upgrades to the sound and video
system. This will be reflected in the next Quarterly Report. (2) The under budget
spending for Plant Expenses is also related to Capital Projects particularly for
landscaping and flood control improvements which have not yet begun.

The next two charts show offerings received and benevolences paid for the first
quarter.

www.facebook.comLCOSSOH www.youtube.com/@SOSLutheran
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Offerings Through March 3 1st

Giving Year-To-Date | Budget Year-To-Date | Plus/(Minus)
Offering Envelopes $55,467.00 $60,999.99 ($5,532.99)
Loose Offerings $1047.59 $3,750.00 ($2,702.41)
Electronic Offerings $6,480.37 $3,750.00 $2,730.37
TOTAL $62,994.96 $68,499.99 ($5,505.03)

Benevolence Through March 3 1st

First Quarter Amount
Pacifica Synod (9% of offerings) $5,669.55
San Bernardino Wellness Campus (1%) $629.95
LRCC (1%) $629.95
Mary’s Table (1%) $629.95
ELCA Good Gifts $270.24
World Hunger $1,000.00
Global Mission $225.00
TOTAL $9,054.04

At any time, if you have any questions regarding the church’s finances, please contact
me at treasurer@soslutheran.org or by texting me at 909-553-3070.

Peace,
Kurt Anderson

The following friends of the
congregation recently joined
the church triumphant:

Jim Hamre
Joe Ramirez
Milo Scherer

We will see you again friends!

www.facebook.com/LCOSSOH www.youtube.com/@SOSLutheran
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Women of the Church News (WELCA) By Mewssa Anperson

Special thoughts that were recently shared by a friend. “If your faith in human kind-
ness has faded, let this be your reminder — it's still here. It lives quietly in the stranger
who helps without being asked, in the neighbor who still waves, in the friend who
shows up. Goodness hasn't disappeared. It's just softer than the noise ... still beating
in ordinary hearts.”

MARY BIBLE STUDY GROUP - We meet on the second Thursday of the month
from 10:00 - 11:30 A.M. in the library (May 14™ ). The Spring 2026 Bible Study is
entitled “I Am: God'’s holy name and promise, a three-part study by the Rev. Hannah
Hawkinson. In session two we will study God's name, God'’s Promise in God the Pro-
tector: Gate and Shepherd (John 10). Here we build on the dimension of God's abid-
ing love and protection. The study is from Gather Magazine and copies are duplicat-
ed for you, so you do not have to have the magazine to participate. If anyone comes
across another study they would like to try, let me know as our study does not
have to be from this one source. Come join us for Bible Study, fellowship, a cup of
coffee and a snack. You will be notified if the time and location are changed.

LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE STUDY GROUP - This group meets the 4" Thursday
from 10:00 — 11:30 in the library (May 28" ). We have not been able to meet for a
while but will begin again to study The Pharisee and the Tax Collector from Luke 18:9
-14. This lesson illustrates that God favors the humble over the proud. The lesson is
from the book Parables: The Greatest Story Ever Told by John White. Copies of the
lesson are duplicated so you do not have to have the book to come and join us for
Bible Study, fellowship, and a cup of coffee.

REBECCA QUILTING GROUP - This group meets the 1** & 3" Thursday from 10 -
3 in the Parish Hall (May 7" & 21%). If you would like, bring something to share for
lunch, though it is not required. This is an important fellowship where we make dif-
ferent kinds of quilts for those in need as social outreach to a local veteran’s hospital
in Loma Linda and raise money for Lutheran Social Services of Southern California.
Even if you have never quilted before, I invite you to join us and learn something new
to help others as there are many different tasks to be done to complete each quilt.
Come and stay for as long as your schedule allows.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY GROUP - We meet weekly from 10:00 A.M. to
11:00 A.M. in the library and via Zoom. We are continuing our study on Revised

www.facebook.comLCOSSOH www.youtube.com/@SOSLutheran
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Common Lectionary A, which involves reading the scripture and discussing important
questions. Pastor Steve sends out information in an e-mail at the beginning of each
study week. If you are not already on the list, let him know so you can be included.
Also, copies of the lesson are available on the day of the study. I invite you to join us
for the study led by Pastor Steve. If you want to join via Zoom the Meeting ID is 854-
2429-7034 and the Passcode is 487951 for the study.

EVENTS / SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES / INFORMATION

*San Bernardino Community Wellness Campus (formerly known as Central City
Lutheran Mission or CCLM) — They are allowing churches to become involved,
which includes cooking and serving dinner. Watch for more details or contact Chris.
Arter.

*Triennial Gathering is July 16 — 19, 2026, in Des Moines, Iowa. The theme is “I Am
Worthy” from Psalm 139:14 which says, “I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonder-
fully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.” This is a reminder
of God's promise to always be with us. By repeating the phrase “I am worthy,” we can
recognize the Holy Spirit's ongoing work in our lives. Scholarships are available. Any
questions, ask Viola Angebrandt or me and watch for more information.

*Fall Synodical Convention this year will be in Orange County in November. Watch
for details in the coming months.

*Check Out These On-line Sites: Pacifica Synod Notes and Newsletter and Pacifica
Synod Women of the ELCA Pacifica Partners are both available on Facebook. You
may also email questions to the Pacifica WELCA President’s e-mail at
welca@verizon.net

Questions or Need More Information — Contact Melissa Anderson at 909-213-
1059 or e-mail at custernut@aol.com

www.facebook.com/LCOSSOH www.youtube.com/@SOSLutheran
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Happy Birthday to. ..

1 — Jessica Evans 22 — Lisa Gutierrez g

2 — Willy Miller 23 — Susan Jay :

6 — Paul Schmitz 24 — Jim Miller %e %
13 — Connie Bell 26 — Raven Solar

13 — Karen Blake 30 — Christopher Knowles

13 — Robert Ellinger 31 — Martha Brossia

14-Jennifer Cervantes
Happy Anniversary to . ..

3 — Tim and Julie Ball

15 — Joe Arnett
15 — Jonathon Gutierrez
6 — Joe and Marlene Balli
17 — Bob Nilson 18 — Jeremy & Rose Gutierrez

20 — Chris Arter 31 — Matthew and Tammara Seeger

R e e e e e e e e e e et
b

9
§ Guardian Angels Needed %

@c) We have a new Confirmation Class and are calling for volunteers to be
§d Guardian Angels. The Guardian Angel program is one of support to the young b
? people who are participating in Confirmation Class. %

@') We have three students: Audree McDonald, Hanna Trimbath, and Jonathan %
Gutierrez, that have started meeting with Pastor Steve. Becoming a Guardian 5'
d Angel is a commitment until the day of Confirmation for both the students and

%q their Guardian Angels. The identities of the Guardian Angels are kept secret

from the students and are revealed on the day of Confirmation.

9
;‘ For more information contact Kurt or Melissa.
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